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NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS
Ahmet Go¨ksel Agˇargu¨n is working in the Department of Mathematics of Yıldız Technical
University. He obtained his Ph.D. in pure mathematics from the University of Wales in
1993. His research interests are factorization in commutative rings and its history.
Christine Knipping is an assistant researcher in the Institute for Didactics of Mathematics
at the University of Hamburg. Her research is in the field of international comparisons of
mathematics teaching, with a particular interest in women in mathematics and the feminist
critique of science. She recently wrote Proof and Proving Processes: Teaching Geometry
in France and Germany for Houston, K., et al., eds., Selected Papers from the Annual
Conference of Didactics of Mathematics (Bern, 1999).
Reinhard Laubenbacher is professor of mathematics at New Mexico State University. He
received his doctorate in algebra from Northwestern University in 1985. Besides the his-
tory of mathematics, his current research interests are computational algebra and algebraic
geometry, combinatorics, and applied discrete mathematics. Recent publications include
his book Mathematical Expeditions: Chronicles by the Explorers, coauthored with David
Pengelley.
Gary McGrath is professor of mathematics at Pittsburg State University in Kansas. He
received his doctorate in analysis from the University of Notre Dame in 1965. Besides the
history of mathematics, his current research interests are numerical analysis and numerical
linear algebra. Dr. McGrath participated in the Institute in the History of Mathematics and
Its Use in Teaching and received the 2000 Award for Distinguished Teaching from the
Kansas Section of the Mathematical Association of America. His most recent publication
is a UMAP module on concrete reinforced Tiltup Panels.
Erdog˘an Mehmet ¨Ozkan received his doctorate in pure mathematics in 1997 from Yıldız
Technical University. His research areas are fuzzy sets and fuzzy logic. He has been working
in the Department of Mathematics of Yıldız Technical University since 1997.
David Pengelley is professor of mathematics at New Mexico State University. In addition
to ongoing research in algebraic topology, he is one of the creators of a teaching program
utilizing student projects in calculus classes, yielding the book Student Research Projects in
Calculus. Dr. Pengelley has also collaborated with Reinhard Laubenbacher on developing
the use of original historical sources in teaching mathematics, leading to two recent compan-
ion books of annotated original sources (http://www.math.nmsu.edu/˜history).
They have also developed a graduate course on the role of history in teaching mathemat-
ics and worked with school teachers to incorporate original historical sources into student
classwork. Their focus on teaching with original sources has led to research in the history of
mathematics, such as the article “Gauss, Eisenstein, and the ‘Third’ Proof of the Quadratic
Reciprocity Theorem: Ein Kleines Schauspiel,” and work in progress on Sophie Germain’s
manuscripts on Fermat’s Last Theorem. Dr. Pengelley received the 1993 Award for Dis-
tinguished Teaching from the Southwestern Section of the Mathematical Association of
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America, loves backpacking, is active on environmental issues, and has become a fanatical
badminton player.
Peter Pesic is a tutor and musician-in-residence at St. John’s College, Santa Fe, New
Mexico. He is the author of papers on quantum physics and on the history and philosophy
of mathematics and science, especially early modern algebra. He has edited Max Planck,
Eight Lectures on Theoretical Physics (Dover, 1998) and James Clerk Maxwell, Theory of
Heat (Dover, 2001). He has also published Labyrinth: A Search for the Hidden Meaning of
Science (MIT Press, 2000), and Seeing Double: Shared Identities in Physics, Philosophy,
and Literature (MIT Press, 2002) is forthcoming.
Eleanor Robson is a postdoctoral research fellow at All Souls College, Oxford, and a
member of the faculty of Oriental Studies at the University of Oxford. She has a degree
in mathematics and a doctorate in Oriental studies, which was published as Mesopotamian
Mathematics, 2100–1600 BC (Oxford: Clarendon, 1999). She has taught the archaeology,
history, and languages of ancient Iraq at Oxford since 1995. Her research interests are in
the social and intellectual history of mathematics in the pre-Islamic Middle East, focusing
especially on the scribal culture of early Mesopotamia (Iraq).
Rossana Tazzioli graduated from the University of Genoa in 1986 and obtained her Ph.D.
in mathematics at the University of Bologna in 1993. Currently, she teaches the history of
mathematics at the Dipartimento di Matematica e Informatica, of the University of Catania.
She has been working on the history of mathematics during the 19th century, in particular
on differential geometry and mathematical physics. Her publications include “The role of
differential parameters in Beltrami’s work,” Historia Mathematica (1997), La de´couverte de
la ge´ome´trie non euclidienne sur la pseudosphe`re, Les lettres de Eugenio Beltrami a` Jules
Hou¨el (1868–1881) (by Luciano Boi, Livia Giacardi, and Rossana Tazzioli) (Blanchard,
Paris, 1998), and Beltrami e i matematici ‘relativisti’. La meccanica in spazi curvi nella
seconda meta` dell‘Ottocento, Quaderni dell’Unione Matematica Italiana, No. 47) (Bologna,
2000).
